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The present volume is the outcome of a two-day International Workshop held at the School of Arts and 
Humanities in Lisbon on the subject 'A terra sigillata sudgálica no Sudoeste da Península Ibérica: circulação 
e consumo | South Gaulish terra sigillata in Southwest Hispania: circulation and consumption', organized 
by UNIARQ – Centre for Archaeology of the University of Lisbon (28th and 29th of September 2015). 
Though this event showcased invited presentations, yet it also encouraged the active participation 
of those students and professionals interested in learning about this ceramic category.
The first day was dedicated to presenting the data about the varying consumption patterns of 
south Gaulish sigillata in different sites in Lusitania – such as Coimbra, Ammaia, Lisbon, Mérida, Tróia 
and also in sites in the Algarve and Alentejo regions, as well as at Braga (in Tarraconensis) and Baelo 
Claudia and Seville, in the former province of Baetica. The second day was a practical session conducted 
by A. Mees and G. B. Dannel to enable the participants to learn about how to consult, use and edit the 
database. The objective was to present the ‘state of play’ concerning the trade and consumption of 
South Gaulish sigillata in Southwest Hispania and to establish an operational network to continuously 
edit and feed information into the Samian Research database. During the workshop on editing aspects 
of the database, given by A. Mees, we had also the privilege to have with us B. Dickinson, one of the 
founders of this project, who has presented topics concerning different South Gaulish potters and their 
correct identification. V. Jones showed how to achieve good results on making rubbings of potters’ 
stamps and decorative motifs. A display of pottery allowed direct contact with south Gaulish sigillata 
recovered from Portuguese sites. 
The challenge to us to start integrating the Portuguese and Spanish potters’ stamps into the 
Mainz database had been issued during the Reading Conference: 'Seeing Red. New Economic and Social 
Perspectives on Gallo-Roman terra sigillata', which took place at that University on April 1-3, back in 2011, 
(published in 2014). By that time it had become clear that the reigning view on the trade and circulation 
of the south Gaulish sigillata on the Iberian Peninsula was outdated and contained distortions that 
needed to be corrected. Because of the integration of Hispania into this international project, with 
the recording of data from both peninsular countries, we determined to organize the International 
Workshop in Lisbon.
Since its first days, the objective of the terra sigillata database project (Samian Research database, 
http://www.rgzm.de/samian) has been to record the potters’ stamps found on Gaulish terra sigillata. 
Initially, this project had as its main source of contribution the information derived directly from ‘Names 
on Terra Sigillata: An Index of Makers’ Stamps and Signatures on Gallo-Roman Terra Sigillata (Samian 
Ware)’, edited by B. Hartley and B. Dickinson from 2008 until 2012. 
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